7 PRACTICAL STRATEGIES

Morphology
Teaching
Strategies

Simple, effective ways to build vocabulary,
comprehension and confidence
in every classroom.
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lock
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Exploring words that share the same base helps
students recognise patterns, build vocabulary
and understand how our language works.

0~0
1 o fact) 2 202 3/@

Choose a base word. Brainstorm related Explore the meaning
Example: act words as a class. of each part.

* EXAMPLE WORD FAMILY

action

¢ WITH SUFFIXES (NOUNS) 3
™

R EXAMPLE WORD FaMILY 3
[-

¥ WITH PREFIXES (the act of activity
doing) (an act or
something done)
react
(do again) . .
2 activation
(the process
e of acting)
interact ac /
(act between) g
\ (base word) WITH SUFFIXES (ADJECTIVES) -
- 3 ~
tnactive ac #We
; ; (doing)
(not in action)
X actor
actual
(a person who
acts) (rt:eal_ or
existing) y
TRY THIS TOMORROW WHY IT WORKS
Choose a base word and create a “word tree” Students stop memorising long lists of
with your class. Add new words you discover in unrelated words and start seeing
reading throughout the term. connections. This builds vocabulary,

spelling and comprehensicn.



- STRATEGY 2

Word < g
Manipulation ==,

new meanings.

Changing parts of a word helps students understand R T T
how prefixes and suffixes change meaning, build
vocabulary and strengthen spelling.

e HOW IT WORKS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
& i S & ¥ e
Change the Add a Remove Change the Add a new A new word
prefix. suffix. the suffix. prefix. suffix. family!
- S . b s gject
inject injects eject | gjection | ejects
. (the act of iecti
(to refuse) (to put in) (putting in) (puts in) (to force out) e €jéciing
ejecting) ejection
re- = in- add -ing remove -ing, in- = e- add -ion

add -s

_@ TEACHER TIP

. Ask students to explain what has changed and how the meaning has shifted. This helps
them notice patterns and understand the purpose of each prefix and suffix.

£ TRY THIS TOMORROW! ¢ WHY IT WORKS -
& Choose a base word and guide students / g
o — through 4-6 transformations. O 0 Students see how words are built

from meaningful parts.

You might start with: 0 It strengthens vocabulary,

( help ] [Piay ] [ port ) (wﬁsit ] (Iocate] spelling and understanding.

o It encourages curiosity and
independent word solving.

Challenge students to write a sentence using
one of the new words.




Becoming

Prefix Detectives

Exploring prefixes helps students decode unfamiliar

I,

i Prefixes give
clues to meaning.

When students learn
to spot them, they

unlock new words!

words, build vocabulary and understand how meaning

changes when parts are added to a base word.

I

Choose 4-5 Students search They record the
prefixes to for the prefixes in words they find
explore. reading and other and their meanings.
texts.
~ EXAMPLE PREFIXES
sub- dis- ex- ad-
under apart from, not out to, towards
NN
submarine disconnect export adapt

A

* TRY THIS TOMORROW!

o

Choose a few prefixes and display them in
your classroom.

Challenge students to find examples in
books, newspapers, websites, signs or at home.

Create a class chart of discoveries and add
to it throughout the term.

Celebrate new finds and use the words
in conversations and writing.
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Build confidence
in decoding and
vocabulary!

Discuss how the
prefix changes
the meaning of
the base word.

Spot it.
Break it.
Understand it.

ob-

against

obstruct

*

-()-  WHY IT WORKS

Students begin to notice prefixes
independently.

They understand how prefixes
change meaning.

Vocabulary knowledge grows across
all learning areas.

Students become more confident
decoders and word thinkers.
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Morphology to Life -

patterns, make
connections and

When students build words using prefixes, suffixes become confident
and base words, they develop a deeper understanding word solvers.
of how words are formed and how meaning changes. e

D oa 2 3 4 5
(= e o i 1

Provide cards Students combine They read each Discuss the meaning Identify the best
for base words, parts to build word and check of each word and words to use in
prefixes and as many real it makes sense. how the parts sentences or
suffixes. words as possible. change the meaning. writing.

. EXAMPLE: BASE WORD “PLAY" -

(added to the beginning) (the main part) % {addfd_tc_: thiend_} g : player
re- -eI' aperson who « playful
. ( ) T — « playfully
e i -ful full of
play =——_— @ | =X
mis- + fore + -able able to be * replaying
wrongly {to have tun; — m— = . replayed
 ———— to engage in — —
un- an activity) \_—_mg the actiarffJ + misplay
not k / ~ + unplayable ',
-ed already happened NP
. el 2l « playable _ @ 4
S 7 WLt s
-
Y TRY THIS TOMORROW! -G WHY IT WORKSs

Students see how words are constructed,
@ Introduce one base word. , f
not just memorised.

@ Provide a few prefixes and suffixes. s @ It builds vocabulary, spelling and
e . o

@ See how many meaningful words o ach understanding of word meanings.

students can build. O

It encourages deeper thinking about

language and word patterns.
) Challenge students to use their words

J It makes learning active, engagin
in a sentence. g gaging

and memorable.
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STRATEGY 5
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M (0 rp h O I og y Collecting words

helps students see
J o u r n a I s patterns, understand
meaning and grow

—_—

their language.
A place for students to collect, analyse and understand
interesting words. Over time, their journals become
powerful tools for vocabulary, spelling and comprehension.

1 p 2 3 o D -0 S =

L, W W

Students discover They break the They write the meaning They reflect on how They revisit and
an interesting or word into meaningful in their own words and the word is used build their journal
unfamiliar word. parts. use the word in a and what they have throughout the year.

sentence. learnt.

* EXAMPLE JOURNAL ENTRY

& WORDS IN MY JOURNAL

= .
wors:  unbelievable
=2 * impossible ¢ determined
Word Parts:
== e T W | * kindness * connection
; i
. un- believe | -able * misunderstood ¢ disagreement
== not think that | able to be * adventure e beautiful
something =

=3 is true * responsible e unknown
=2 Meaning (in my own words): ¢ environment ¢ unstoppable
=B Something that is not able to W
=®  be believed; very surprising. SAC
== ] Sentence:
=@ "It was unbelievable that we *
—g WOn the final game!”

Y TRY THIS TOMORROW! Q- WHY IT WORKS

-
©  Provide each student with a notebook. @ Students become more curious about words.
@ Model breaking a word into parts and J .
finding the meaning. @ They make connections across subjects and texts.
@ Encourage students to add one new word @ Vecabulary, spelling and comprehension improve.
each week. @ Learners take ownership of their learning.
@ Celebrate their growing collection of
@ 1t builds a lifelong love of language!

powerful words!



Building
Reading Fluency

Fluent readers read with accuracy, pace and expression.

Regular practice helps reading become easier so students
can focus on understanding what they read.

1 2%@ 3

Model reading

O O

Choose a short Students read

passage. aloud. the passage.

It should be easy Read the passage They read the same
enough to read,
but still slightly

challenging.

with expression,
phrasing and
punctuation,

passage several
times over a week.

A/

Fluency is the bridge
between decoding
and comprehension.
When reading flows,
meaning grows.

O W )

4(’)

Each reading

7

Celebrate

has a focus. improvement.

e.g. accuracy, Notice progress
in confidence,
fluency and

understanding.

expression,
phrasing, smoothness,
and understanding.

& EXAMPLE: REPEATED READING -
a 3
EXAMPLE PASSAGE

©@ © e

Focus: Accuracy wfp Focus: Expression mfp Focus: Phrasing =) Focus: Meaning

NN
NN

Maya crept quietly through
the forest. The moon cast
shadows on the path ahead.
She listened carefully. An owl

hooted in the distance. Read in smooth

Read the passage. Read with feeling Read smoothly

Maya smiled. She loved Try to read all and expression. phrases, not and think about
adventures like this. v & the words Think about the word by word. what the text
+ A accurately. punctuation. is really saying.
\.
| S

L
b -,

-(})- TEACHER TIP

Fluency isn't about speed. It's about accuracy, expression and understanding.
The goal is to read with meaning!

& WHY IT WORKS

@ Builds automaticity so reading requires
less mental effort.

Select a short passage from your class text
or a decodable reader.

Read it aloud to model fluency.

Have students read it 3-4 times across the week, @ Improves confidence and motivation.

with a different focus each time. @ Supports comprehension and vocabulany.

Discuss the meaning and any new vecabulary.
@ Helps students become engaged,

expressive and thoughtful readers.

00 00

Celebrate their progress!




Morphology -~

Mystery

f—

M
When students solve

morphology mysteries,
they build vocabulary,
confidence and independence
as word patterns and
meanings click into place.

Unlock the meaning behind unfamiliar words
by solving morphology mysteries together!

= HOW IT WORKS -

1

Students identify
the base word and
think about its

Present a set of
related mystery

Students break down
each word to see how

R e

Students use the new
understanding to unlock

words. the parts add meaning. more words independently.
meaning.
¥ EXAMPLE MYSTERY -
o construction destruction instruction obstruction
W hat do BESE 7R T e et e R T e e R e s T R s R S e TR
e In
words hav B ;
ase Word: = to build
i . struct
v s R4 IR’
construction destruction instruction obstruction
A L 0 )
N 3 Y i
Tl
build together; build apart; build knowledge; build against;
put together break down teach block
WHY IT WORKS
|
Builds deep v::;z:?: Helps students > Builds confidence
@ understanding L!!J coadin ¥ y make connections © as students
of how words 2 . across subjects Y tackle unfamiliar
comprehension
are constructed. ; and contexts. words.
and spelling.

*

CREATE YOUR OWN MORPHOLOGY MYSTERY :

BONUS

ACTIVITY

o000

* One discovery can unlock hundreds of new words!

Choose a different set of related words.

Identify the base word and its meaning.

Add the prefix and suffix meanings.

Create your own mystery for a partner or the class to solve!
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